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DINAH

The incipient stages of Dinah were revealed on the 20th
of May when a 700-mb circulation was induced from the
mid-Pacific trough in the vicinity of Ponape Island. The
system was followed by aircraft reconnaissance and satellite
pictures for several days as it crossed through the western
Carolines. By the 26th satellite pictures showed the Dinah
system to have gained considerable organization. The fact
that Dinah was in the process of developing rapidly was
verified by the Liberian freighter MV KONKAR RESOLUTE which
crossed near the center and reported 60 kt from the north-
northwest and a minimum pressure of 988 mb.

The storm continued to intensify to 90 kt before
striking the northern coast of Samar on the morning of the
26th. She traversed the central Philippines and exited
near Lubang Island (Figure 5-11). A maximum gust of 93 kt
was reported at Legaspi City in southern Luzon and a mini-
mum pressure of 979.2 mb was recorded at Tayabas. Dinah
left in her wake 13 dead and 44 missing in addition to
6,500 homes destroyed.

Emerging into the South China Sea, Dinah briefly dropped
below typhoon strength for a 12-hour period before intensi-
fying up to 80 kt. North of the Paracel Islands she
diminished to tropical storm force (Figure 5-12) before
striking eastern Hainan with 45 kt. Dinah dissipated rapidly
after entering southern China west of the Luichow Peninsula
on the 30th.
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FIGURE 5-11. NOAA-1 VIEW OF TYPHOON DINAH ON 26 MAY OVER
SOUTHEASTERN LUZON.

FIGURE 5-12. DINAH, WEAKENED TO TROPICAL STORM STATUS. LOCATED
SOUTHEAST OF HAINAN ISLAND AS SEEN BY NOAA-1 ON 28 MAY.
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